Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.088; wR factor = 0.161; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
Related literature
For the crystal structure of 1,3-bis(4-chlorobenzyl)pyrimidine-2,4(1H,3H)-dione, see: Yang & Li (2006) . 219 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.14 e Å À3 Á min = À0.17 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Experimental

Crystal data
Comment
In continuation of our search for new biologically active pyrimidine derivatives (Yang & Li, 2006) , we present here the title compound (I).
In (I) ( Fig. 1 ), all bond lengths and angles are normal and correspond to those observed in the related 1,3-bis(4chlorobenzyl)pyrimidine-2,4(1H,3H)-dione (Yang & Li, 2006) . The central pyrimidine ring forms dihedral angles of 71.9 (1)° and 69.8 (1)° with the two benzene rings, respectively. Weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link molecules into centrosymmetric dimers. The crystal packing exhibits also π-π interactions proved by short distances of 3.674 (2) Å between the centroids of pyrimidine rings from the neighbouring molecules.
Experimental
Uracil (0.56 g, 5 mmol) and anhydrous potassium carbonate (0.84 g, 6 mmol) were mixed in N,N-dimethylformamide (20 ml). A solution of 4-methyl-benzyl chloride (0.70 g, 5 mmol) in acetone (10 ml) was then added dropwise, with stirring, at room temperature, and the mixture was stirred for another 10 h and then refluxed for 4 h. The solvent was evaporated in vacuo and the residue was washed with water. The resulting white precipitate was filtered off and purified by column chromatography on silica gel (petroleum ether:ethyl acetate = 2:1). The title compound was recrystallized from ethanol and single crystals of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 -0.97 Å, and included in the final cycles of refinement using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms omitted for clarity. supplementary materials sup-7 Fig. 1 
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